
1

Meeting Highlights
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Tuesday, March 11th, the WFRC club convened 
a winter meeting at the Monticello Middle School.  
Attendance consisted of the 5 club officers and 4 
members. 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:10 PM by club 
president Joel Dirnberger. Meeting minutes for the 
February meeting were approved as published in the 
March newsletter without additions or corrections.
 Treasurer Perry Dziuk reported deposits to the 
checking account of $510 for membership payments. 
The current treasury balance is $5233.67
 Jeff Nelson received a proposal from Aqua Green 
for mowing the field this year. They quoted the same 
rate that they charged us last year ($110 per mowing) 
so it was decided to accept their service for this year. 
Jeff will endorse and return the proposal to Aqua 
Green to lock us in for their mowing service for 
another year.
 Portable toilet rental was discussed as we commonly 
start the rental for the field on the 1st of April. 
However, with the extension of snow and cold 
weather well into March, it was agreed that either the 
15th of April or May first would be a more reasonable 
start time this year.
 Joel Dirnberger sent the club application for field 
improvement grant to the AMA District VII VP on 
February 20th and received USPS delivery 
confirmation on the 26th. So the due date for 
submission no later than March 1st has been met. 
 Leo Davids discussed his visit to the Tri-County RC 
Club of Dunnellon Florida to inspect and get 

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, April 8th, 2014. 

It will be held in Room 30 of  the 
Monticello Middle School. 

information about their experience with the runway 
matting we intend to put down this spring at the flying 
field in Montissippi Park. Of particular interest was 
their method of bonding the mat seams with a roofing 
repair tape in addition to staples rather than roofing 
cement as we have found at some other installations of 
this matting.
 There was an open discussion about the runway mat 
project preparation and installation time-line. Factoring 
in the availability of key club members, and equipment 
they have to contribute, along with weather and major 
holidays in April and May, it  was tentatively projected 
that we could start the runway layout and herbicide 
spraying the week of April 21st which would allow for 
soil grading to begin the weekend of May 3rd. The 
actual mat lay-down would proceed as soon after that 
weekend as a crew of club members could be 
assembled and the weather would allow. 
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 PM 

Monticello Senior Hobby Day
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Tuesday, May 13th, the Monticello Senior Center 
will host their annual Senior Hobby Day for 300-400 
students from the Pinewood Elementary School. The 
students come to the Community Center in groups of 
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30-50 at a time throughout the day from about 9 AM 
to 2 PM with a break for lunch around noon. Leo 
Davids will represent the RC aircraft hobby and the 
WFRC Club with a display and some interactive items 
for the students to try. The large meeting/banquet 
room at the Community Center is set up with 
numerous other presenters of crafts and hobbies for 
the students to view. If you are interested in helping at 
our display we could use two or three people and all 
the old model airplane magazines that you could 
donate to give away to the students. Contact Leo 
Davids for more information.

Upcoming Events
Crow River Float Fly - CRRC club's Terry 
Splettstoszer is reviving their float fly event on the 
shores of Howard Lake. The event will be held on 
Saturday, May 31st, from 9 AM to 3 PM at the Lion's 
Park on the south side of the lake. The park entrance 
is just after turning right off US Highway 12 onto 
County Rd 7 coming into Howard Lake from the east. 

The journey is a ½ hour drive from Monticello or 
about 27 miles. All you need to bring is a float plane 
and your AMA. A retrieval boat will be provided. Call 
Terry at 612-554-7336 for more info.

Big Sky Hobby Swap Meet - Make sure to join us 
for our spring swap meet, Sunday, May 18, 2014 from 
8am to noon. The store will be open, and a 
complimentary brunch will be available inside. Plus, 
we'll be giving away some more great prizes! Don’t 
forget that we have a huge parking lot that goes all the 
way around the store. The store is located at 3204 
Federal Drive in Eagan.

WFRC 2014 Club Events 
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Mark Shobe, our newly elected vice president has 
taken on the coordinator task for the club events this 
season. He has selected some tentative dates for each 
of the months from May through September. Actually 
we are conceding May to the Crow River Club to 
attend their float fly. We then want to schedule club 
picnic flies at our field for June 14th, July 19th and 
August 23rd, closing out with a float fly at Lake Orono 
on Sept 20th. Mark hopes to review this proposal of 
dates at the April meeting and look for volunteers to 
support putting on each event.

TCRC Auction Summary
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 The big event of the upper Midwest winter season 
(Saturday, February 8th) included some participation 
from our club. Three of our members spent their day 
at the auction site in Bloomington's Cross Point 
Church; Leo Davids, Curt Smallwood, and Garth 
Landefeld. If others of our club were present, we 
didn't see them!. We all had items up for auction and 
Garth even left with a couple of items he won on bid. 
None of us were lucky enough to score a win in the 
door prize drawing, where nine airplanes donated by 
local hobby shops were drawn from the list of 
registered bidders (had to be present to win). The 
prizes were worth about $150 to $250 each, so they 
were very nice prizes. In a clever scheme to keep 
bidders there until all the auction items were all run 
through, five of the door prizes were drawn at the end 
of  the auction. 
 The auction itself had 69 sellers putting up 440 
items for 235 registered bidders. With all the choices, it 
was a good buyer's market. From my perspective, it 
seemed like the electric powered side of the hobby has 
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begun to command noticeably larger selection of 
items as well as bidders' interest than past TCRC 
auctions. 
 They started bidding promptly at 9:30 AM, ran 
continuously, and finished just about 5 PM. So when 
you do the math, they were running no more than a 
minute per item on average. To the auctioneers' credit, 
they never tried to cut off bidding and did their best to 
keep it open to the last interested bid for each item. 
But it was a buyer's market, so the item had to be of 
high quality and/or broad interest before a seller might 
feel materially “enriched” by the experience. If you 
had gotten a goodly amount of enjoyment out of your 
consigned item before parting with it, the sum it got at 
auction would just be frosting on the cake. It’s not the 
place to go to recoup your investment principal. On 
the other hand, if you are a consummate reseller, 
buying here could be a chance for a small profit later. 
 Be that as it may, short of attending an event where 
vendors are showcasing all their new products, the 
TCRC auction is a great way to see a vast array of RC 
modeling items, some of which you may not have seen 
first hand before. Only those who have an 
“accumulation” addiction to RC aircraft should be 
hesitant to attend this great event.

WFRC Club Membership 
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 38 out of 45 people who have been put on the AMA 
charter for WFRC since 2012 have their AMA 
membership current through 2014. However, about 
4-5 of those have not renewed their club membership 
in over a year but have not notified us that we should 
drop them off our club roster. And so far, only 23 
members have paid their club dues for 2014.
 Of the seven members out of the 45 showing on 
the AMA charter that have not renewed their AMA 
membership for 2014, none have renewed their WFRC 
Club membership for 2014 either. 
 So our potential for club members without getting 
anyone new for this year is theoretically 45 but more 
likely not to exceed 38 and maybe as few as 33 if there 
are some past members who have gone to other clubs 
or just on their own.
 At any rate, those 10-12 longtime members who just 
haven't gotten around to renewing should send in your 
dues so we can have as much cushion as possible to 
proceed with the runway project at the field this 
spring. 
 The membership dues form on the club web site 

may not be updated to the 2014 version. So if you 
send dues to the club address (PO Box 1303, 
Monticello, MN 55362), the fees are as follows:

$70 - Adult
$55 - Junior
$10 - Each added Family Member 

After The Crash
by Clay Ramskill, www.skyrangersmodelflyers.com/article.php?id=50
 Let's face it - sometime, some day, one of your 
wonderfully crafted RC planes may crash. Some RC 
airplanes may last years, until they're just flat worn out; 
others have been completely destroyed after only a few 
tense seconds of  flight!
 When a crash does occur, there are several things 
you need to do.
 LOCATE - Whether or not you are the unfortunate 
pilot, if you see a plane go down out in the toolies, 
establish a line of sight (a bearing line) to the crash. 
Do this by noting your position at the time, and by 
sighting to some recognizable landmark; in the 
absence of anything that stands out, lay your 
transmitter down, antenna pointing to the crash site. 
Then, if possible, a search party can just walk out that 
line to find the wreckage. If two separate lines of 
bearing have been established, the wreck site may be 
even more accurately pinpointed.
 In a dense forest or swamp, it may be helpful if 
someone will fly a plane over the bearing line to aid 
the searchers on the ground. And in those trees, don't 
forget to look UP, as well as down and around; the 
plane can very well be perched up in the branches and 
leaves.
 RECOVER - When you find the plane, be sure to 
pick up everything of importance. If there's any 
doubt, pick it up! Even some smaller pieces can be of 
aid in reconstruction. Naturally, you're interested in 
locating all the expensive stuff- radio, engine and such. 
The hard part is that heavier items (engine and battery) 
can travel a long way from the initial impact site; they 
will often be found some distance off in the direction 
the plane was traveling at impact. And be sure to count 
servos- sometimes one may be separated from the 
fuselage or wing. Also at this time, be sure that any 
leaking fuel situation is not allowed to continue. Fuel 
soaked wood is very difficult to repair.
 If you should have to leave without all the goodies, 
be sure that the crash site is marked well enough that 
you can return to it at a later time for further 
searching.
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 ANALYZE - Sometimes the cause of a crash is 
obvious, sometimes not. If not, do what you can to 
find out what happened. This is crucial to your peace 
of  mind, and toward preventing future occurrences.
 Radio failures are usually the most difficult to sort 
out, but you can often narrow down any fault to a 
specific component. If there was a complete loss of 
control and all the servos went "hard over," then that 
is definitely a radio or interference problem. But if 
you were able to cut the throttle, then perhaps only 
one servo went haywire. And if the plane `went in' 
with all the controls locked in the last commanded 
position, then the failure was more likely the battery, 
switch harness, or associated plugs. Note that on a 
PCM computer radio, your "failsafe" mode can give 

you a similar effect. If only one control surface failed, 
the elevator for instance, you not only need to check 
out that servo, but also the appropriate control 
linkages.
 RECONSTRUCTION ? - That depends.
 It depends on how bad the damage is, of course. 
But heavily damaged planes CAN BE REPAIRED. 
It's usually a question of whether you think it's worth 
it and many factors will influence your decision. But 
give yourself a chance; take the scraps home and think 
about it before you make any rash decisions to trash 
the plane.
 And the repairs? - That's another subject..

If you have news or ideas for articles you would like to 
see, you can email me at jedweb@charter.net or call me at 

763-263-3577. Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 
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